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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MESSAGE FOR BEGIN REGARDING MILITARY 
SHIPMENTS TO LEBANESE CHRISTIANS 


REF: TEL AVIV 9575 


1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE FROM BEGIN TO THE SECRETARY 
WHICH WAS DELIVERED BY CHARGE BAR-ON THIS MORNING, JULY 28. 

BEGIN TEXT 
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DEAR MR. SECRETARY, 

I HAVE BEEN ASKED BY THE PRIME MINISTER TO TRANSMIT TO YOU 
THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE: 


"DEAR MR. SECRETARY, 
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AMBASSADOR SAM LEWIS TELEPHONED ME EARLY IN THE MORNING TO 
CONVEY THE CONTENTS OF YOUR LETTER OF JULY 28. 

HAVING READ THE LETTER WITH GREAT ATTENTION, I CONSULTED MY 
COLLEAGUES WITHIN A FEW HOURS. I AGREE WITH YOU. WITHOUT 

QUALIFICATION. THAT WE MUST COOPERATE AND MAKE ALL POSSIBLE 
ENDEAVOURS TO BRING THE FIGHTING IN LEBANON TO AN END. 

HOWEVER, WE HAVE IT FROM RELIABLE SOURCES THAT THE SYRIANS 
ARE SYSTEMATICALLY DESTROYING THE HOUSES OF THE CHRISTIANS 
AND KILLING AND INJURING THEM BY THE SCORES. WE HAVE A 
MORAL COMMITMENT NOT TO ALLOW A MASSACRE OF THE CHRISTIANS. 
THEY TELL US, ALMOST DAILY, THAT THIS. IN FACT, IS THE 
DANGER. ON THE OTHER HAND. WE WILL ADVISE THEM STRONGLY 
AGAINST WHAT COULD BE TERMED, 'PROVOCATIVE SNIPING.' 

IN THE WAKE OF YOUR LETTER, MY COLLEAGUES AND I HAVE 
DECIDED TO DELAY THE DESPATCH OF TANKS UNTIL YOUR VISIT 
NEXT WEEK, WHEN WE SHALL CONSULT EACH OTHER DIRECTLY AND 
PERSONALLY. 

I CAN ONLY REPEAT MY REQUEST THAT THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR 
IN DAMASCUS MAKES STRONG REPRESENTATIONS TO THE SYRIAN 
GOVERNMENT TO STOP THE SHELLING OF THE CHRISTIAN HOUSES 
WHICH NOT ONLY CONSTITUTE A PROVOCATION BUT DESTRUCTION. 
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LET US HOPE THAT, WITH OUR COMMON EFFORT, WE SHALL BRING 
ABOUT A REAL CEASE-FIRE IN LEBANON. 

SINCERELY, MENACHEM BEGIN" 

RESPECTFULLY, HANAN BAR-ON, CHARGE... END TEXT VANCE 

SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TEXT, CHRISTIANS, CAT-B, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, ARMS SHIPMENTS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 jul 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE191151 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: MDRAPER:SKG 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: n/a 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 2 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978071 1/aaaaaitq. tel 

Line Count: 101 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 

Message ID: 0777566b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: NODIS, EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS, EXDIS 

Reference: 78 TEL AVIV 9575 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1858955 
Secure: LOCK1 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SECRETARYYS MESSAGE FOR BEGIN REGARDING MILITARY SHIPMENTS TO LEBANESE CHRISTIANS 
TAGS: OVIP, MILI, PSDC, IS, US, LE, (VANCE, CYRUS R), (BEGIN, MENAHEM) 

To: TEL AVIV JERUSALEM MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0777566b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



